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Donald B. Babbitt ’59, educator,
community leader and active
alumnus, has been named Rhode
Island College’s
Alumnus of the
Year for 2002, it
was announced
by the Alumni
Association.
Retired from
the
Cranston
school system
nearly 12 years
ago, he continues to teach and
assist students
of all ages, hopDONALD BABBITT ing they will
realize the difference an education will make in
their lives, said Ellie O’Neill, director of Alumni Affairs.
Although
graduating with
a
secondary
math-science
major, Babbitt’s
avocation
of
music and theatre led to his
developing
a
theatre
program
at
Cranston High
School
West,
which
within
five
years, DONALD TENCHER
became a full-
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Ellen Bigler, who holds a joint
appointment as an associate professor in educational studies and
anthropology at Rhode Island
College, has been awarded a grant
by the J. William Fulbright Foreign
Study Board.
The grant covers the period from
August through December when
she will be in Brazil conducting lectures and research.
“I’ve been invited to work with
the State University of Bahia to
give seminars and courses on cultural pluralism and education,” she
says.
“I also will help them with their
plans to develop a master’s level
program and will be conducting
observations and interviews in
schools. I will be doing all this in
Salvador, the capital of the state of
Bahia,” she adds.
As a “Fulbrighter,” Bigler joins
the ranks of some 225,000 “distinguished scholars and professionals
worldwide who are leaders in the
educational, political, economic,
social and cultural lives of their
Continued on page 2

time teaching
position — the
first
in
the
state.
He is credited
with mentoring
and motivating
many of his students to pursue
careers in the
arts, many of
them choosing
RIC as a result.
Babbitt’s
VILAI OR
work as a theatre educator has been recognized
and honored on a state, regional
and national level. In 1993, he was
one of 46 theatre educators
to visit China
as a good will
ambassador.
As Alumnus
of the Year he
will be honored
with five other
alumni award
winners
and
Honor
Roll
inductees at the
annual awards
CAROLYN
d i n n e r
Thursday, May FLEUR-LOBBAN
9.
Other winners and their awards
are:
Donald E. Tencher, director of

intercollegiate athletics, intramurals
and recreation, Alumni Staff Award.
Since arriving on
campus in April
’95, Don has dedicated himself
to reviving the
athletic department, initiating
programs,
increasing revenues, and developing
school
pride on campus. Noting that
his department
RICHARD LOBBAN is a team effort
and all that has been accomplished
is because of a tireless staff,
Don’s leadership
and dedication
have driven the
efforts of the
department. The
facilities
have
been upgraded,
and many state
championship
teams are eager
to hold their
games on campus.
Vilai Or ’95, CATHERINE O'REILLY
assistant
prinCOLLETTE
cipal of Roger
Williams Middle School, Alumni
Service Award. Or is credited for
Continued on page 5

Dialogue on Diversity Committee presents spring speaker

Executive director of the ACLU
coming to RIC
Anthony Romero, executive director of the national ACLU (American
Civil Liberties Union), will speak at
the College on April 24 at 12:30
p.m. in Gaige Hall, as the guest of
the campus’ Dialogue on Diversity
Committee.
Romero is the first Latino and
openly gay man to head the organization. He was appointed to the
position in September 2001, and is
the sixth executive director in the
81-year history of the organization.
Before joining the ACLU, Romero
was one of the youngest directors
at the Ford Foundation, heading

their Human Rights and International
Cooperation
Fund,
which
managed
$90
million
in
grants.
His talk will
focus on civil
rights and civil
liberties
in
today’s changing world.
“Even though
we have come
ANTHONY ROMERO
so far, our nation

Continued on page 4

Where Are They Now…?
While David R. Theroux ’91, a
news photographer for Fox Channel
25 in Boston was talking on the telephone for this interview, a radio
transmission came in with breaking
news.
Former President Bill Clinton was
going to give a speech at Tufts
University that afternoon at 4:30.
Theroux was expected to grab his

camera and shoot some footage of
the event.
Just a usual day at WFXT-TV for
Theroux, who, in addition to being a
cameraman, edits news stories and
operates mobile news vehicles for
“live” broadcasts.
These are duties he’s performed
Continued on page 4
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The Way We Were…
This popular item in What’s News continues so you can revisit your
alma mater with a selection of photos from the College’s past, whether
the current era (Rhode Island College) or past eras (Rhode Island
College of Education or Rhode Island State Normal School). We invite
your contribution of old photos, along with sufficient information
about each, such as who’s in the photo and what they are doing, the
year it was taken and place (if possible). In the meantime, we’ll continue searching our files for interesting pictures of past College life.

THE DAYS OF PLENTY OF PARKING: Michael Smith, assistant to the president and RIC history buff, lent us this picture postcard of Roberts Hall that
he found on Ebay. Mike estimates that the picture dates from about 1960,
10 years before the two-story administration wing was added, which today
houses the President’s Office. (Photo by Arthur S. Berger of Berger Bros.
Publishing)

Fulbright grant
Continued from page 1
countries,” noted Alan Schechter, Fulbright; Terence E. Hays has had
chairman of the Fulbright Foreign one, and Carolyn Fluehr-Lobban had
Scholarship Board, in his letter of a summer Fulbright grant.
notification.
“If you count Ellen’s, that adds up
Bigler’s “impressive accomplish- to six full year and two summer,
ments” have made possible her Fulbrights in our department alone,”
selection for the Fulbright program, says Allen.
he said.
The Bureau of Educational and
“We know that you will exemplify Cultural Affairs, United States
the same standards of excellence Department of State joined the
when you become a
board in congratulatrepresentative of the
ing Bigler and wishAmerican
people
ing her “a successful
abroad.
program abroad.”
“In so doing, you
“We hope that your
help
fulfill
the
Fulbright experience
principal purpose of
will be highly rewardthe Fulbright proing and that you
gram, to increase
will share the knowlmutual understandedge you gain as a
ing between the peoFulbrighter for years
ple of the United
to come,” wrote the
States and those of
Fulbright board chairother countries,” said
man.
chairman Schechter.
Bigler earned her
Developing internabachelor’s degree in
tional understanding
sociology at Ohio
requires a commitState University and
ment on the part of
has two master’s
Fulbright grantees “to
degrees from the
establish open comState University of
ELLEN BIGLER
munications and longNew York (SUNY) at
term cooperative relationships that Albany, one in basic classroom
build on the experience long after teaching and the other in anthropolthe conclusion of the grant,” he ogy. Her doctorate, also from SUNY,
said.
is in cultural anthropology.
The Fulbright board chairman
Prior to joining the RIC faculty in
went on to say, “It is our expecta- September of 1994, she taught in
tion that you also will demonstrate public secondary schools and was
the qualities of excellence and lead- an instructor of anthropology at
ership that have been the hallmarks SUNY.
of this program and made it one of
She has done extensive research
the most respected activities of the and consulting, published extenU.S. government for more than 50 sively and made numerous profesyears.”
sional presentations.
Faculty members in the anthroBigler holds memberships in
pology department have been the the American Anthropological and
recipients of a number of Fulbright the American Educational Research
grants over the years.
associations, among others, and
Gale Goodwin Gomez, depart- is a past recipient of a National
ment chair, has had two; Peter S. Endowment for the Humanities
Allen has had two plus a summer Fellowship.

Focus on the Faculty and Staff
Faculty and staff are encouraged to submit items of information about
their professional endeavors to What’s News, Office of News and Public
Relations, 300 Roberts Hall or email them to cpage@ric.edu.
S h a r o n
Fennessey,
associate professor at Henry
Barnard School
presented
a
clinic at the
33rd Northeast
R e g i o n a l
Conference on
the
Social
Studies.
The
SHARON FENNESSEY
conference, held
in Boston, March 11-14, focused on
the varied subjects that make up the
social studies mosaic. Fennessey’s
presentation, “Linking the Dramatic
Arts to the Social Studies Mosaic”
explored the uses of the dramatic
arts in a standards based social
studies curriculum as a strategy to
teach a variety of disciplines.
Holly L. Shadoian, director of
admissions, presented a session at
PeopleSoft’s Higher Education User
Group (HEUG) conference on March
6. The presentation was entitled
“Planning,
Implementing
and
Training — Making it All Work.”
Her co-presenters were Leo Alvillar
of Sonoma State University and
Richard McGowan, senior consultant with Cedar.
Ben Lombardo, professor, Karen
Castagno, associate professor, and
Robin Kirkwood Auld, assistant
professor, all faculty members
from the Department of Health
and Physical Education, attended
the Southern and Eastern District
Conference of the Association of
the American Alliance for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation and
Dance held in Baltimore, MD in
February. They presented a session
entitled “Changing Sport in America:
Realities and Possibilities.”
Kathryn E. Sanders, assistant
professor of mathematics and computer science, integrated her expertise in both law and computer science in a recently published article, “CHIRON: Planning in an opentextured domain,” that appeared in
Artificial Intelligence and Law.
Lenore D. Collins, associate professor in communications,
recently led a
team of educators
and
industry representatives
to Florida A &
M University
for an accreditation review
of the university’s division
LENORE COLLINS
of graphic arts.
Collins and the team represented
the Accreditation Council of
Collegiate Graphic Communications

(ACCGC), a national accrediting
body for college and university
graphic programs of all sizes—
majors, minors, or concentrations.
The division of graphic arts at FAMU
is a bachelor of science degree program with majors in graphic production, graphic arts management,
graphic design, or photography.
Joan Rollins, professor of psychology, gave a paper entitled
“Development of the Student Success
Scale” at the 73rd annual meeting
of
the
Eastern
Psychological
Association, which met in Boston
March 7-9. The paper was coauthored by Mary Zahm (RIC MA
’79), Peter
Merenda and Gary
Burkholder. She also co-authored a
poster presented at the conference,
“Holistic Menstrual Practices as a
Function of Worldview” with Amy
Ahlberg-Venezia (RIC BA ’95, MA
’01).
At that EPA conference, Duncan
White, associate professor of psychology, and two of his students,
Tammy Cirioni and Brooks Vonk,
took part in a symposium entitled
“Comparative Psychology and other
Disciplines: Student Development
and Research Opportunities Using
Tenebrio Molitor.” They also coauthored two poster presentations
on T-maze learning in grain beetles
and naturalistic observations of
mealworm development and their
implications for undergraduate
teaching of psychology and interdisciplinary research.
Professor Mary Foye served as
co-chair of the National Association
of Laboratory Schools annual conference in Isla Verde, Puerto Rico,
March 10-14. The theme of the conference, “Lab Schools: Reflecting on
Differences,” was attended by over
300 primary, elementary, and high
school teachers, as well as college
faculty and administrators. Foye
was awarded an Outstanding Service
Award from the NALS Executive
Committee and was elected to the
NALS board of directors.
Assistant
Professor
of
Management Shani Carter’s paper,
“Matching Training Methods and
Factors of Cognitive Ability: A Means
to Improve Training Outcomes,”
was published in Human Resource
Development Quarterly, (2002, 13(1),
71-87). The paper examines the relationship between training methods
and factors of cognitive ability to
determine whether a match between
these variables will increase learning. Results indicated that knowledge gained in lecture-based training
was significantly related to verbal
comprehension ability, and knowledge gained in case-study-based
training was significantly related to
general reasoning ability.

Philosophy lecture is April 17
Harvey Cormier, associate professor of philosophy at the
State University of New York
at Stonybrook and author, will
speak on American philosophy as
treated in his book, The Truth is
What Works.
The event will take place
Wednesday, April 17, at 2 p.m. in
the Rhode Island College Faculty
Center.
It is free and open to the public.
It is the second entry in the

series honoring the late Thomas
J. Howell, a former professor of
philosophy and first chair of the
combined philosophy and foundations of education department.
Howell was named an emeritus
professor upon his retirement in
1993 after some 33 years on the
faculty. He died Feb. 11, 1996.
The lecture series is funded
by an endowment within the RIC
Foundation and the RIC chapter
of the American Federation of
Teachers, of which Howell was a
charter member.
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The RICettes: retirees with places to go and people to see
by Jane Fusco
What's News Editor

N

o, they’re not a high-stepping dance troupe, or a ra-ra
cheerleading squad. They’re
some of your former co-workers
from the College who are enjoying
retired life. About once a month,
they get together for social gatherings and outings, to keep in touch
with each other and have fun.
The RICettes consist of 33 people
who retired from the College. They
meet for lunch at restaurants such
as the Crow’s Nest in Warwick or
Pat Orlando’s in Johnston, take
day trips to the casinos in CT,
or shopping in Boston’s Quincy
Marketplace. As senior citizens,
they are able to secure the use
of a bus and driver at no charge
from Providence’s Department of
Transportation. They even carry
special shopping bags imprinted
with the name RICettes beneath the
Rhode Island College logo.
“Once you retire, you usually
don’t get the chance to see all the
people you once worked with,” said
Lois Lewis, RICette club president.
“This gives us the opportunity to
see our friends and stay in touch.”
The group formed in June of
2001, when Lewis, who retired in
2000 after 22 years of service to
the College, thought it would be a
good idea to meet with old friends
from campus. They put their heads
together to compile a list of other
retirees to contact to see if they
would like to meet for regular gatherings.
The response was overwhelmingly positive. The first meeting
was held on campus at the Alumni
House, and an election of officers
took place. Along with Lewis, the
officers are Mary Nocera, vicepresident; Sue Hagopian, secretary;
Rose Abraham, treasurer; Joan
McKendall, social director; and Fran
Taylor, sunshine representative.
The name for the group was
decided through a contest won by
Alice Porcelli.
The club is hoping to recruit new
members who were unable to be
tracked in the initial call or who
may not know of the club. Any

HAVE BAGS, WILL SHOP: On March 21, members of the “RICettes, “ a group of about 30 retired Rhode Island College
employees, prepare to board a bus for a day trip to Boston. The informal group takes excursions to interesting places around
southern New England about once a month. For this trip, they were all “armed” with canvas shopping bags sporting the
College logo. (What’s News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley)
retiree of the College wishing to
join should contact Sue Hagopian at
231-5808. Membership is $12 a year
and attendance at events is member's choice.
Anyone from the campus community is invited to join the RICettes’
excursions. Upcoming events will
be listed in the campus Briefs.
“There were 53 people on the last
casino trip. Not all the members
were able to attend that day, so the
majority were people still employed
on campus who were able to take
a vacation day to join us,” reports
Lewis. “It was so nice to talk to people who still work (on campus) and
find out what’s been going on,” she

added.
Plans for future outings include
shows presented on campus, and
overnight and weekend trips to
places such as New York City.
Suggestions are welcome.
“The College offers so much in
the cultural arts that it would be
a shame not to attend them and
maintain ties with the College,” said
McKendall, who retired in 1999 as
an administrative assistant in the
Alumni Office.
McKendall said that the group is
available for volunteer efforts on
campus if there is a need. “There
are a lot of years of experience
among us and we would be happy

to offer our services in any way we
can,” she said. Anyone interested in
contacting the RICettes for volunteer projects should contact Lewis
at 231-3847.
Though happy and grateful for
the chance to experience retired life,
Lewis and McKendall agreed that
RIC was a wonderful working environment. They miss their co-workers and the closely knit ties they
once had. The RICettes help maintain those ties for the retired members of the campus community.
They welcome all new members
– and even those not quite eligible
for retiree status – to their rapidly
growing group.

Grade-school students to converge
on RIC for state Science Olympiad

Upward Bound accepting applications
for summer program

The 13th annual Rhode Island
Science Olympiad, drawing hundreds
of junior high/middle and high school
students from across the state, will
take place at Rhode Island College
Saturday, April 13.
Activities will be centered in the
Donovan Dining Center, but events
also will occur at several other sites
on campus, starting at 9 a.m. and ending at 2:30 p.m. with a presentation of
awards at 3:30 p.m.
As family members and friends look
on, coaches and event supervisors will
guide each team of 15 young scientists in the junior and senior divisions through the 30 events in scientific problem solving, construction
and design experimentation and interpreting data content in meteorology,
astronomy, chemistry, physics, biology and environmental science.
Approximately 25 teams from
each division are participating. They
come from Burrillville, Woonsocket,
Pawtucket, Providence, Cranston,
Warwick, North Kingstown, Coventry,

The Upward Bound program at
Rhode Island College, now planning
its 37th summer component, is in
the process of recruiting teachers,
a resident manager and residential
tutor counselors.

Bristol-Warren and Chariho.
Students compete individually for
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals in
events while teams compete for first,
second and third-place trophies.
First place winners in each division
will participate in the National
Science Olympiad at the University of
Delaware on May 17-18.
Last year’s divisional winners were
Cranston West High School and
Nathanael Greene Middle School in
Providence.
The Science Olympiad is a national
program that was created to increase
interest in science. It has members in
all 50 states with more than 12,000
participating schools.
The Rhode Island Science Olympiad
is sponsored by the Rhode Island
Science Teachers Association and
RIC.
This year’s event is being directed
by James and Elaine Magyar and Barry
Gilbert, all of the RIC physical sciences department, and Paul Tiskus of
educational studies.

Teachers with a bachelor’s degree
in the relevant areas (master’s
degree preferred) are being sought
for English literature and writing,
mathematics, science and foreign
languages. At least three current
years teaching experience with similar populations is preferred.
Classes start Friday, June 28,
and end Friday, Aug. 2, however,
instructors should be available for
pre-summer planning and orientation meetings.
Teachers will work with collegebound students who will enter their
sophomore, junior or senior year
of high school next fall. Students
come from the six Upward Bound
target schools: Central Falls, East
Providence, Shea, Central, Hope and
Mount Pleasant.

The major goal of Upward Bound
is to help generate, in these selected
low-income, potential first-generation college students, the skills and
motivation necessary to complete
high school and subsequently graduate from a four-year college.
The summer academic/residential
component is in addition to the academic program conducted throughout the school year.
The resident manager will train
and supervise a group of residential
tutor counselors, manage the residential component and work with
the faculty and staff, planning and
implementing student activities,
among other duties.
The residential tutor counselors
(15 to 16) will reside with and
directly supervise a group of seven
students and tutor them privately
or in groups, resolve problems and
handle any emergencies.
Recent college graduates are
encouraged to apply.
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Foundation & Alumni News
Alumni News

Diversity speaker

Honored guests

Continued from page 1

With
spring
break behind
us, we are closing in on the
end of another
academic year.
And, with that,
comes
many
alumni activities that offer
us
an
opportunity to
meet and greet
alumni
and
Ellie O’Neill
friends of the
Director,
College.
This
Alumni Affairs
past week we
hosted several events.
• On the evening of March 26, we
hosted 104 alumni and friends at
a dessert reception prior to Our
Sinatra in Roberts Hall. It was
wonderful to see so many alumni
from the 40s and 50s enjoying
“their music.”
• On March 27, for the second consecutive year we sponsored the
RIC Student Talent Show, which
was great! Twelve acts made the
cut from the auditions. See the
center spread for highlights of
some of the talent on campus.
Thank you to Alumni Association
President Judy Roy ’74 who served
as a judge. Also kudos to audiovisual staff member Julio Contreras
’80 who worked so hard to organize the event. The performers
played to a full audience in Gaige
auditorium for the event.
• We have contacted our alumni
award and honor roll winners featured in this edition of the paper.
We are so proud of their accomplishments as I am sure you will
be when you read about their
careers. Our honor roll recipients
come from 12 different states and
most of them plan to return to
campus from across the country
for the dinner on May 9.

Miguel Lopes ’71, vice president of the Alumni Association, and his wife Anita,
enjoy the dessert reception hosted by the Alumni Association for members of the
Annual Fund’s Centenniel Club prior to the Samuel and Esther Chester Concert on
March 18. The Lopes’ daughter, Andrea, is a member of the Class of 2003.

Where are they now?
Continued from page 1
at the Fox channel since 1996. Prior
to that, he performed similar duties
at WPRI-TV, Channel 12, in East
Providence for five years.
Initially at Channel 12 he served
as an operations technician parttime, videotaping newscasts, playbacks, records, dubs and acted as a
master control operator.
How did all this come about, he
was asked.

helped prepare him for his career
in television, especially through an
internship he took as part of his
degree requirements.
The internship — actually a part
time job — was with Channel 36 in
Providence.
“It was a great experience,” says
Theroux. “It allowed me to get a
foot in the door. They actually let
me do hands-on work.”
A son of Raymond and Margaret

• On Saturday, April 20, prior to the
admissions department’s spring
event, the Alumni Association is
hosting a luncheon for accepted
students (Class of 2006) who
are children or grandchildren of
alumni. Approximately 115 invitations have been mailed and we
anticipate a good response. If
your child or grandchild has been
accepted and did not receive a
postcard invitation for the luncheon sponsored by the Alumni
Association, call us at 456-8086
or email us at alumni@ric.edu.
• We have had a very positive
response regarding the articles
which have appeared in What’s
News on the “Wall of Hope” tile
painting session April 23 from
4:30-7:30 p.m. This wall will be
dedicated on Sept. 11, 2002 and
will reflect hope and visions for
the future. Call the Alumni Office
to register for this event. You may
stop in between the scheduled
hours, but registration before
April 23 is requested to ensure
enough supplies are on hand.
• Applications for alumni scholarships are available in the office.
You may pick them up or call us
to have them mailed. Be sure
to leave a name and mailing
address. Deadline for returns is
June 1, 2002. We awarded a record
amount of $85,000 to 100 students this past academic year.

faces serious and continuing civil liberties challenges – widespread racial
profiling, threats to reproductive freedom, hostility to immigrants, a burgeoning prison population and, most
importantly, a generation of young
people who do not fully embrace or
appreciate the need for constant vigilance and defense of our constitutional freedoms,” Romero said.
A public interest attorney, Romero
added that, “the ACLU is the only
organization that defends all of our
constitutional liberties and the rights
of all Americans.”
The RIC event is free and open to
the public. Following Romero's talk,
members of the Rhode Island chapter of the ACLU and the Youthpride,
Inc. group will conduct workshops
relating to civil rights issues in Rhode
Island.
For more information contact Daniel
Scott at 456-8679.

New scholarship
established
The Maryann
DiNunzio
’65
M e m o r i a l
E n d o w e d
Scholarship has
been established
by
Maryann’s
life-long
friend,
K a t h l e e n
Garabedian Zant
’65. In creating
this scholarship,
Kathie
writes, MARYANN DINUNZIO
“This
scholarship
(FILE PHOTO)
honors Maryann’s
many achievements in education, community theatre, and communications
prior to her untimely death from cancer
on Feb. 15, 2000.
Maryann’s dream was to become
a successful stage actress, and while
she was a student at the College, she
excelled in numerous College productions. Through the establishment of this
scholarship in her name, Maryann’s passion and love for the arts can be perpetuated through the many students who
share her dreams and goals.”
Students selected for the scholarship
must be majoring in theatre. It is the
intent of the donor that the students
selected reflect Maryann’s persisitent
character and commitment to excellence.
Donations to the Maryann DiNunzio
’65 Memorial Scholarship may be made
by sending a contribution to the Rhode
Island College Foundation.

Additions to the
Annual Report
of Gifts
DAVID THEROUX
Theroux had just started at RIC
and learned his roommate was taking a course in television production.
“I couldn’t believe you could actually take such courses,” Theroux
says.
He “just fell into it” from that
point on, taking course after course
while majoring in communications
with a concentration in TV production. He was a Dean’s List student.
Today, he feels RIC “definitely”

(Peg) Theroux of Lincoln, David
attended Lincoln High School before
RIC. His mother currently works in
the College’s Career Development
Center.
Theroux’s job is demanding at
times. For instance, he says he averages 45 hours a week on the job
“but when big stories are going on,
you could do 80 hours.”
“It’s been a lot of fun,” he says,
adding, “I don’t see myself changing anytime soon.”

The following individuals, organizations, and businesses made gifts to
the Rhode Island College Foundation
in support of the Foundation’s
Annual Gala.
They were inadvertently omitted
from the Annual Report of Gifts
2000-2001.
They are: Providence Children’s
Museum, Joyal’s Liquors, Sakonnet
Vineyards, John Bacon Salon, Elena
Leary, Denise Males, Joseph
Muratore, Corinne Russo ’85, and
Madelyn Smith-LaPlume ’67.
We sincerely thank them for their
support for the Foundation and the
Foundation’s scholarship program.
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Alumni Awards
Continued from page 1
his work in youth gang and truancy
intervention, His service as a swimming coach and teacher of Khmer,
and role as a Big Sister/Big Brother
coordinator, have positively affected
the lives of many in the community.
He has served as the director and
treasurer of the Cambodian Society
of Rhode Island and is one of the
founders and secretary of Project
AIDS Khmer. For several years he
assisted in directing and producing
the play The Grandfather’s Story,
a venue for educating the public
to the plight of Cambodia and its
people through the Cambodian/
American Theatre Project.
Carolyn Fleur-Lobban, professor
of anthropology and director of
General Education, and Richard
Lobban, professor of anthropology
and African Studies, Alumni Faculty
Award. Aside from their teaching

responsibilities, both professors
are very involved in the community.
Carolyn and Richard have been generously devoting their time since
Sept. 11 to encourage dialogue in
the area of diversity and a global
society. Countless numbers of students have benefited from their
dedication and commitment to
teaching and learning. In so many
ways they have broadened the
insight and intellectual reach of
students and faculty to include
other cultures and the international
scene. They are dynamic not only in
the classroom, but in their research,
writing, and publications.
Catherine O’Reilly Collette ’69,
director of the Women’s Rights
Department of the American
Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees (AFSCME), the

Charles B. Willard Achievement
Award. Collette is the highest ranking woman from Rhode Island to
ever serve in the labor movement.
She currently directs the women’s
rights department, servicing more
than 1.3 million members. She represents the union on the United
States National Committee on
Pay Equity and is a member of
the National Advisory Council on
Violence Against Women at the US
Departments of Justice and Health
and Human Services.
The awards dinner begins with
a reception at 5:30 p.m. in the
Donovan Dining Center. Dinner follows at 6:15. Tickets are $32 per
person.
Those planning to attend are
asked to respond by May 4 to the
Alumni Office at 456-8086.

Alumni Honor Roll 2002
Our 2002 recipients represent 30 fields of concentration. Their careers span 60 years and 10 states. Their graduate degrees
are from 15 different universities. We recognize them for their achievements in their chosen fields and their distinction as role
models, whose success demonstrates the value of a Rhode Island College degree. All Honor Roll recipients are graduates of the
College, and have been out of the College for at least five years. A photograph and background information on each winner
is mounted, framed and displayed in the Board of Governors Room, Roberts Hall, for one year, then sent to the respective
departments for permanent display.
ACCOUNTING/CIS: JANE R. PEACH ’86, CPA

MODERN LANGUAGES: MYRA M. MEDINA ’77

• Accountant, Landa & Altsher, P.C., Randolph, MA

• Associate professor, Sr. – ESL and Foreign Languages, Miami Dade
Community College

Admissions
Update
Deadlines,
deadlines…
deadlines
In Admissions,
what a difference
a day makes - literally. Missing a
deadline, even by
a day, can have
serious implications for the
Holly L. Shadoian
potential college
Director,
student.
Admissions
What if you
miss an application deadline? What
are the implications for an academically strong student who misses a
scholarship deadline? Will you get
to live on campus if you don’t pay
your enrollment deposit on time?
The answers are “may not be
able to apply to college,” “doesn’t
get scholarship,” and “no,” respectively.
Rhode Island is a small state, so
it is not surprising that some applicants might be familiar to us. They
are students with after school jobs
in our local restaurants, supermarkets, and shopping malls. We might
even have recruited them through
a conversation in the supermarket
checkout line (I have!).

ANTHROPOLOGY: ALAN LEVEILLE ’79
• Senior Archaeologist –director of Educational Programs,
The Public Archeology Laboratory, Inc.

ART: ERIKA DUGAS ’94

MUSIC: HAL SPENCER ’78
• Freelance Music and Stage Director, Performer and full-time
Adjunct Faculty
Member in Music and Theatre, San Jacinto College District, Houston

• President/Owner, Studio e, inc., Providence, RI

NURSING, ACADEMIC: CAROL J. SMITH ’84, PH.D.
BACHELOR OF GENERAL STUDIES: SUSAN MONAHAN ’87

• Assistant professor, Barry University, Miami Shores

A high school senior may be balancing school, work, and a social
life. But too often, in that busy
schedule, the excitement of that
last year of school seems to cause
“deadline block.” It can be a costly
mistake.

• Director, Honor and Judicial Programs, Longwood College, Virginia

NURSING, CLINICAL: DANIELLE M. DIONNE ’90
BIOLOGY: REGINA H. WHITE ’75
• Director, Office of Policy for Extramural Research Administration,
National Institutes of Health, Maryland

• Staff nurse, Hematology/Oncology Outpatient Department, The Miriam
Hospital

PHILOSOPHY: CLIFFORD P. HARBOUR ’78, PH.D. AND J.D.
CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION: SUSAN J. WILKICKI CHANDLER
’97

• Associate Professor, Community College Leadership, School of Education, Colorado State University, Fort Collins

• Teacher of Cosmetology, Chariho Regional School District

PHYSICAL SCIENCE: FAYE SEYEDI-KHOSRAVANI ’90, PH.D.
COMMUNICATIONS: CHRISTINE ROUNDTREE ’79
• Executive Director, Providence Human Relations Commission

COMPUTER SCIENCE: ROBERT DERISO ’84
• Senior Software Engineer, Raytheon Company, Electronics Systems
Division

DANCE: ANGELICA VESSELLA ’97

• Scientist, Process Research and Development/Team Leader,
Paratek Pharmaceuticals, Boston

POLITICAL SCIENCE/PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION: WILLIAM J. FERLAND ’82, J.D.
• Assistant Attorney General Division Chief –Criminal Division,
Department of RI Attorney General

• Owner, Neon Dance Theatre; Dance Instructor, RIC

PSYCHOLOGY: DOLORES PASSARELLI ‘74

ECONOMICS/FINANCE: MICHAEL BOSWORTH ’75

• Director, Office of Academic Support and Information Services, Rhode
Island College

• Assistant Vice President of Information Services, Blue Cross/Blue
Shield of RI

SECONDARY EDUCATION: BENJAMIN PETERSON ’36, ’98

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION: KAREN BERTONCINI MCCLUSKIE ’66
• Reading Excellence Coach (Reading Excellence Grant), RI Department
of Education

• Retired; taught chemistry and physics for 35 years, Department Chair at
East Providence High School for 17 years. A lifelong learner; received
his second undergraduate degree in 1998, 62 years after receiving his
first degree.

ENGLISH: ROBERT PILKINGTON ’83

SOCIAL WORK: JANE HAYWARD ’71, M.S.W. ’88

• Operation Officer, Textron/Chamber of Commerce Providence Public
Charter School

• Director, Rhode Island Department of Human Services

SOCIOLOGY: SANDRA ENOS ’71, PH.D.
HISTORY: MARY LUCAS ’65

• Associate Professor, Rhode Island College

• Adjunct Faculty Member, Rhode Island College

SPECIAL EDUCATION: JOAN AUGENSTEIN KARP ’69, PH.D.
• Purchasing Manager, C+M Corporation, Connecticut

• Professor of Special Education, California State University Channel
Islands

MANAGEMENT: KAREN A. ZIFCAK ’88

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION: MANUEL PERRY ’94

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY: JEFFREY MITCHELL ’85

• PeopleSoft HRIS Software Engineer, Harris Corporation, Melbourne, FL

• Technology Education Teacher, Bristol Warren Regional School

MARKETING: JACQUELINE SAWYER NOWELL ’92

THEATRE: WILLIAM FINLAY ’72

• Sales Manager, Feinstein IMAX® Theatre Providence Place

• Professor/Director of Theatre Program, Union College

MATHEMATICS: RICHARD DUBE ’65
• Mathematics Coordinator/Supervisor, Taunton School System (retired
2001)

Congratulations to all!

Seniors in the top 30 percent of
their high school graduating class
who had at least 1080 combined
SAT scores were eligible for consideration for Presidential Scholarships
if they applied to the College by
Dec. 1. This year we were able to
award a scholarship to every ontime applicant who met the criteria — which translates to a $2000
scholarship a year for up to four
years, or a total of $8,000.
There is nothing more disappointing than to review the application of the student you met in the
supermarket checkout line, and see
an application date of Dec. 6 (only
5 days late!).
What about the May 1 enrollment
deposit deadline? It is real. Not
meeting it could cause a student to
lose his or her place in the freshman class and most certainly will
eliminate the student from on-campus housing.
Last year, any new student whose
enrollment deposit was postmarked
by May 1 was eligible for housing.
The student who paid on May 2
began the waiting list —which grew
to 400 names. And the students
offered the Presidential Scholarship
who did not pay the enrollment
deposit by May 1? We awarded their
scholarships to the next eligible
candidates.
Do everything you can to encourage deadlines to be met and recognize that sometimes, you will just
plain forget.
By the way, it happens to all of
us. I almost missed getting this column published this week because I
missed my deadline and thought it
was due next week!
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RIC showcases campus talent
T

he Rhode Island College Alumni
Association sponsored the College’s
second annual “Talent Showcase”
on March 27 in Gaige auditorium. If anything, it proved that the talent at RIC
is widely varied. There were singers and
dancers, guitar players, actors … even
wrestlers of the ilk of professional “world
wrestling.” There were also free ice cream
treats, “reduced priced” soft drinks, and
a raffle, the proceeds of which (over $400
at press time) went to benefit The Rhode
Island College Foundation.
Prizes of $500, $250 and $100 were
awarded to the top three acts as determined by a panel of judges composed of
administration, faculty, a student and the
president of the Alumni Association.
What’s News presents a glimpse of
some of the 22 contestants and the three
“warm-up” guest performers.

TOP PRIZE went to Michael LoCicero for his dramatic monologue, “Larry.”

MASTER AND MISTRESS of ceremonies are Prof. Mark Motte and
Jodi Fournier, a RIC junior.

“AT YOUR BEST” is sung by Alexis Brown.

A COMEDY ROUTINE called “Wrestling” is performed by (from left) J. D. Salisbury, John
Joshua Robitaille. The act took third place.
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GUEST PERFORMER Prof. P. William
Hutchinson, of the theatre department,
does a dramatic reading of “Casey at
the Bat.”

UNUSUAL TECHNIQUE: Jaime Poyant performs on the electric guitar using what is sometimes
called in jazz circles “the touch technique,” playing with both hands on the neck of the guitar. Jaime
took second place.

rk Motte and

What's News
Photos
and text
by
Gordon E. Rowley

sbury, John Lincoln and

“THE HARLEM SHAKE” is performed by Hollis K. Lima.
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Linking civil liberties and libraries – a vision
for the future
by Jane Fusco
What's News Editor
“What can we as faculty and staff
at Rhode Island College do to help
prepare our students to find their
voices in college, with the expectation that their future voices will create a more equitable and just society?”
That was the leading question
posed by Lloyd Matsumoto, professor of biology, to the audience
gathered at the Forman Center
on March 19 to hear his talk
on “Civil Liberties and Libraries.”
Matsumoto was the guest of the
Friends of the Adams Library,
speaking on his vision for reconfiguring libraries as centers for knowledge synthesis, a plan based on his
experiences as a minority.
“We should place our faith and
hope in our students to bridge civil
liberties and libraries, and lead our
community to a more just society,”
he said.
“I believe that libraries hold the
key to how well our students will
be prepared to engage and challenge society’s acquiescence of the
erosion of our civil liberties.”
Matsumoto described personal
experiences that sensitized him
and his family to issues of discrimination, human rights and civil
liberties. He describes himself as
“passionate” in speaking up for the
rights of minorities, especially students.
“I am most passionate about civil
liberties when they apply to students who, because of their youth,
resiliency, and transient status on
campus, are often placated and

their civil liberties ignored,” he
explained. “We need to educate and
inform students to prevent the violations of the past.”
He noted that the technologically
based, complex and globally influenced life of the 21st century has
placed increased demands on people for more intense examination
of a subject to reach a decision or
solve a problem, particularly in matters of civil liberties. He suggests a
rework of the current library model
to help meet this need.
Matsumoto advocates a librarybased education of such matters,
with designated areas for students
to be involved in group participation and idea exchanges rather
than working alone, thus mirroring
the activities of a newsroom, where
seemingly unrelated pieces of information are made understandable
and accessible.
Libraries currently are information
retrieval centers. Expanding their
scope into interactive resources centers for knowledge and ideas can be
a stepping-stone to creating a better
society, according to Matsumoto.
Students would be able to use
electronic information and teleconferencing with global experts as
resources.
“Imagine a post 9/11 world where
this new library model can be used
to educate and inform a community so that all civil liberties can be
protected,” he added. “Imagine our
students replicating this model for
their own future communities.”
Matsumoto urged faculty and
staff to consider his plan to transform the College’s Adams Library
just as the first-ever capital campaign is about to begin. He cited
the library as the common ground
where scholarship and education

Gehrenbeck lecture

LISTENING INTENTLY: The seventh annual Gehrenbeck Memorial lecture was
given March 7, at 8 p.m. in the Clarke Science Building Room 128. The address,
given by Loren R. Graham, professor of the history of science at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, was entitled “The Crisis in Russian Science.” The lecture
is dedicated to the memory of Prof. Richard K. Gehrenbeck, who taught physics,
astronomy and the history of science at RIC for 22 years, until his death in
1993. Above, President John Nazarian talks with Prof. Graham (right) and Rita
Gehrenbeck, widow of Richard, just before the lecture. (What’s News Photo by
Gordon E. Rowley.)
BLACK GREEN

“CIVIL LIBERTIES AND LIBRARIES” was the topic of a talk given by Lloyd
Matsumoto, professor of biology, in the Forman Center on March 19. (What’s News
Photo by Gordon E. Rowley.)
are held together by essential interaction between students and faculty in the classroom.
“I have faith that students will be
able to protect the civil liberties of
everyone, not just minorities,” he
said.
Matsumoto dedicated his talk to

Richard Olsen, director of Adams
Library, who will be retiring at the
end of this academic year.
Olsen
commented,
“Dr.
Matsumoto’s proposal offers all of
us the vision for creating an important new dimension in the value of
library services for the College community.”

Two RIC Alumni to chair regional
conference
Two Rhode Island College alumni, a.m. and include such topics as
including one who is now a staff “Best Employment Practices,” “The
member,
are
co-chairing
the Changing
Roles
in
Human
International
Personnel Relations,”
“Labor/Management
Management Association's 74th Cooperation: Partnering for Success”
Annual Eastern Region Conference and “Ethics in the Workplace.”
May 5-8 at the Newport Marriott
The conference is open to all
Hotel.
human resources professionals,
Robin A. Pecunioso ’99 of especially those in state and local
Cranston is
government.
manager of
Pecunioso
the classisays
she
fied service
expects from
in the office
200 to 250
of Human
attendees from
Resources at
the
eastern
RIC, a posiregion and as
tion she has
far south as St.
held since
Thomas
and
April 2001.
Puerto Rico.
Ron Clare
Deadline for
of
West
early registraGreenwich,
tion is April
’68, master’s
15. Those reg’72
and
istering by then
CAGS ’76, is
will benefit by
the state depa reduced rate
uty personof $295 for the
nel administhree-day contrator.
ference.
The
CO-CHAIRS RON CLARE
Theme for
price includes
AND ROBIN PECUNIOSO
the
conall
program
ference
is
activities and
Human Resources at the Helm: social events, but not hotel accomCharting Courses to New Ports.
modations. Registration after that
Registration is from 3-6 p.m. date is $325.
on Sunday, May 5. A President’s
For more information, call
Reception follows until 8:30 p.m.
Pecunioso at 456-8446 or check the
Sessions start Monday at 8:30 web site at www.ipma-ri.org.

Sports
From the athletic
director’s desk
•Congratulations
to
alum
Paul
Bourget ’69 who
will be receiving a
national award for
his contributions
to the College and
especially the intercollegiate athletic
program.
Many
more details in our
next issue.
Donald E. Tencher
• The last month
Director,
was a very busy
Intercollegiate
Athletics, Intramurals one around the
intercollegiate athand Recreation

letic building as
the College hosted Rhode Island
Interscholastic
League
Championships
in
Gymnastics,
Wrestling, and Women’s Basketball.
Additionally, we hosted the RIUSA
Gymnastics Championships and the
Ocean State School of Gymnastics
Invitational. Over 12,000 people
walked though the doors in five
weeks. Congratulations to our staff
for doing a great job .
• Rhode Island College Wrestlers
Mike Riley, Justin Duveau and Luke
Emmons were selected to the Pilgrim
Wrestling League’s All-Star Teams.
Mike was a first team selection and
Justin a second team.
• Summer Sports Camps are just
around the corner but filling up fast!
If anyone wants additional information, call the athletic department for
a brochure at 456-8007.
• Head Gymnastics Coach Nicole
Pannone and her husband, Sean, are
the proud parents of a new baby
girl. Welcome to the world, Madison
Taylor!
• Another reminder there will be
barbecues held in conjunction with
the women’s softball game on April
13 vs. UMass–Boston and with the
men’s baseball game on April 28 vs.
Salve Regina University.
Both games start at 1 p.m. Coach
Morin’s team is very competitive and
will be in the hunt for a playoff spot.
Coach Grenier’s team, with solid
young players, continues to get better with every game.
• This past weekend I was very fortunate to have traveled to Atlanta for
the NCAA Men’s Basketball Final Four
Tournament. If you love basketball,
then you have to make a point of getting to this great event.
In addition to seeing some great
basketball, I was also invited to opening day for the Atlanta Braves. Their
new field is a beauty. The Braves
beat the Philadelphia
Phillies in
front of the largest regular season
crowd—50,000 plus. I was able to
speak for a few minutes with Rheal
Cormier, the former CCRI star who is
pitching for the Phillies and has had
a great Major League career.

— Reminder —
The Annual Sports
and
Celebrity Memorabilia Auction
will be held Wednesday, May 1 at
the Providence Marriott.
Call 456-8007 for tickets.
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Softball off to torrid start
by Scott Gibbons
Sports Information Director

H

ead Softball Coach Maria
Morin’s team turned the
corner during the 2001
season
last
spring.
The
Anchorwomen won 23 games
and placed third in the Little
East Conference, the highest
finish for any of Morin’s teams
during her seven years at the
helm.
RIC has built upon its success from last spring this season and jumped out to a 8-3
start. Both losses came at
the Snowbird Softball Classic
in Myrtle Beach during the
club’s spring break trip. The
Anchorwomen have won seven
of their last eight games.
“Although we’re a very young
club,” Morin says, “we definitely
have what it takes to bring
this program to the next level.
We’re leading the conference in
hitting, that’s never happened
before. Our defense has been
pretty solid and our pitchers
are getting the job done. The
kids get along great, which is
another thing that helps the

program.”
Of the 13 players on the team,
six of them are
new to the squad
this year, three
of them are starters. Rookie sensation Casey Soares
leads a pack of
talented newcomers. She is 5-2 with
a 2.19 earned run
average and 29
strikeouts in 37
innings of work.
She has also found
her groove at the
plate, batting .355
with
10
runs
scored, 11 hits,
one double, one
triple and five
RBI.
Third baseman
Amy Machado and
catcher
Rachael
Caldwell are also
white-hot at the
plate, each batting
.400 on the season.
When looking at
the foundation of the team, one

Sports Events
Baseball

Mon
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Tues
Thurs
Fre
Sat
Mon

April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April

8
10
11
12
13
16
18
19
20
22

at Bridgewater State
Framingham State
UMASS-Dartmouth *
Clark
at Eastern Connecticut (DH) *
at UMASS-Dartmouth *
at Wentworth
Wheaton
Plymouth State (DH) *
at Wheaton

Tues
Thurs
Sat
Sun
Tues
Sat

April
April
April
April
April
April

9
11
13
14
16
20

at Endicott (DH)
Gordon (DH)
UMASS-Boston (DH) *
Lasell (DH)
at UMASS-Dartmouth (DH) *
at Plymouth State (DH) *

Sat
Mon
Wed
Thurs
Sat

April
April
April
April
April

13
15
17
18
20

Southern Maine *
Johnson & Wales
Western Connecticut *
Bryant
UMASS-Dartmouth *

Tues
Thurs
Sat
Thurs
Sar
Mon

April
April
April
April
April
April

9
11
13
18
20
22

at UMASS-Dartmouth *
at Elms
Keene State *
Southern Maine *
Plymouth State *
at Salem State

Mon
Wed
Tues
Thurs
Fri

April
April
April
April
April

8
10
16
18
19

Wentworth
1 p.m.
at Wesleyan Invitational
at Worcester State Invitational
at UMASS-Dartmouth
Connecticut College and Wesleyan

Sat
Sat

April 13
April 20

Softball

Men’s Tennis

Women’s Lacrosse

3 p.m.
3 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
Noon
3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
Noon
3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
1 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
6 p.m.

Men’s Golf

Noon
12:30 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
12:30 p.m.

Men’s and Women’s Outdoor Track and Field
at Brown Invitational
at Northeastern Invitational

* Little East Conference opponent

Noon
10 a.m.

MELANIE MILLER

has to look no further than
pitcher/designated player Kim
Warrington. The phenom was
First Team All-ECAC and Little
East as a DP, coupled with a
Second Team All-LEC selection
as a pitcher in her rookie year
last spring.
“We’re off to a great start,”
Warrington says. “Everybody
really wants it and there’s a lot
of determination on this team.”
On the mound, Warrington
has done her part to lead the
team, posting a 3-1 record with
31 strikeouts in 37-plus innings
of work.
Junior
shortstop
Melanie
Miller points to the team’s closeness as the reason for the
squad’s winning ways. “We get
along so well and that makes it
easier to communicate. Usually
we start off slow, but the fall
season helped us come together
as a team.”
Miller is batting .282 with
seven runs scored, 11 hits, two
doubles, one steal and three
RBI.
In addition to Warrington and
Miller, junior first baseman
Michele Fanelli has carried the
team. The First Team All-LEC
selection in ’01 is batting .429
with 10 runs, 18 hits, four doubles, one triple and a team-high
13 RBI. She leads the LEC in
hits, doubles and RBI.
With the Little East Conference
schedule just around corner,
the team is poised to make a
run for the LEC title.
With a wide-open field this
spring, Miller is confident.
“Overall, we have a very good
chance of winning it all.”
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Arts & Entertainment
Performing Arts Series presents —

Ballet Concierto de Puerto Rico in performance
of ‘Carmen’ and ‘Latinissimo’
B
allet Concierto de Puerto Rico,
a ballet company with a Latin
flair, will perform Carmen and
Latinissimo in the Auditorium in
Roberts Hall Tuesday, April 23, at
8 p.m. as part of Rhode Island
College’s Performing Arts Series.
Now firmly established as the leading Hispanic classical ballet company
in the United States, Ballet Concierto
was dubbed “one of Puerto Rico’s
best kept secrets” by the New York
Times after its mainland debut in
1990.
Founded in 1978 by former ballerina Lolita San Miguel, who is now
its artistic director, Ballet Concierto
offers a signature style, polished
technique and a distinctive repertory.
The company excels in the classics as well as the many works it has
commissioned from Hispanic choreographers.
Ballet Concierto celebrated its
eighth visit to the mainland in the
spring of 1995 with a six-week tour,
which began in the west with performances in Hawaii and California and
ended in a week-long engagement at
the Joyce Theatre in New York City.
It has performed at Jacob’s Pillow
Dance Festival, the Washington
Performing Arts Society and the
New Orleans Ballet among others.
Outside the U.S., it has been seen
in many Caribbean countries and in

BALLET CONCIERTO DE PUERTO RICO

President’s Music Series —

Turtle Island Strings to perform April 22

TURTLE ISLAND STRING QUARTET
Turtle Island String Quartet,
whom the New York Times describes
as having “impeccable precision,”
will perform Monday, April 22, at
8 p.m. in Sapinsley Hall in the
Nazarian Center for the Performing
Arts as part of Rhode Island
College’s President’s Music Series.
The quartet first appeared in the
series at RIC in 1991.
The Turtle Island String Quartet
devised its name from creation
mythology
found
in
Native
American folklore. Since its inception in 1986, it has been a singular
force in the creation of bold, new

trends in chamber music for strings.
This quartet fuses the classical
esthetic with 20th century American
popular styles, and by devising a
performance practice that honors
both.
Cellist Yo-Yo Ma describes the
quartet as “a unified voice that truly
breaks new ground — authentic and
passionate — a reflection of some
of the most creative music-making
today.”
The quartet’s members are David
Balakrishnan and Evan Price on violin, Danny Seidenberg, viola and
Mark Summer, cello.

Its birth was the result of violinist and founding member David
Balakrishnan’s brainstorming explorations and compositional vision
while writing his master’s thesis at
Antioch University West in 1983.
The journey has taken Turtle
Island through forays into folk and
bluegrass styles, swing jazz, be-bop,
classical Indian forms, funk and
R&B, New Age, rock, hip-hop, Bossa
Nova and Salsa — a repertoire consisting of hundreds of ingenious
arrangements and originals.
The recipe also includes a blending of adventurous ingredients that
creates completely new textures and
forms.
While losing none of the rhythmic force and groove structure
that has always been the foundation of the group’s “American
Vernacular” style, the Turtle Island
String Quartet also pays attention
to its Euro-Classical roots.
Tickets are $22 with discounts
for students and senior citizens
and may be purchased in advance
via VISA or Mastercard by calling
456-8144 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
weekdays, or in-person at the
Roberts Hall box office 10 to 4
weekdays and until the time of performance on the day of the event.
A pre-concert buffet at 6 p.m. will
be held in the Faculty Center. Prepaid reservations are required. Call
456-8144.

Germany.
These are in addition to its many
performances in San Juan, building
a large and enthusiastic following
on the island.
Many of the company’s productions have been broadcast on television, including their version of The
Nutcracker, Giselle and Romeo and
Juliet.
Carmen, with choreography by
Jimmy Gamonet de los Heros, features Rebeca Canchani.
“The Carmen of Rebeca Canchani,
as the saying goes, ‘certainly had it
all.’ A sultry raving beauty, she possessed a passionate intensity, combined with a silken elegance. Here
was star material, if ever we saw one.
And we have seen some great dancers as Carmen. Ms. Canchani’s incisive characterization was up there
with the best of them,” said New
York’s Backstage.
Latinissimo is a ballet concept
created by five of the most distinguished Hispanic choreographers
using music by Latin American and
Caribbean composers.
Reserved seat tickets are $22 (discounts for senior citizens and students) and may be purchased in
advance by calling 456-8144 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays, or inperson at the Roberts Hall box office
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays and until
the time of performance on the day
of the event.

Pianist Eskin returns
in Chamber Series
Pianist Virginia Eskin makes a return
appearance in the Rhode Island College
Chamber Music Series Wednesday, April
17, at 1 p.m. in Sapinsley Hall in the
Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts.
Accompanying her will be Romanian
violinist Irina Muresanu.
The program will consist of Three
Preludes, Opus 15, and Fantasia Quasi
Una Sonata by Marion Bauer; “Dog Day
Rag” by Marjorie Merryman; “Caprice”
by Grazna Bacewicz; Llamando al Sur
and Fuiste Tu by Graciela Agudelo.
The recital is free and open to the public.
Eskin is known for her wide-ranging
and unusual repertoire. She has performed as a soloist throughout the United
States, Europe and Israel. Her performances have included those with the
New York City Ballet at Lincoln Center
and the Boston Pops.
She has made nearly 20 recordings
and been honored for her contributions
to women’s music, some of which will
be performed in this recital.
Muresanu was born in Bucharest and
currently serves on the faculties of the
Preparatory School of the New England
Conservatory and with the music department at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.
Her performance in the prestigious
Emerging Artist Series of BankBoston was
named “the best of 1999” by the Boston
Globe. She has since performed in concert halls around the world.
For more information, call John
Pellegrino, series coordinator, at
456-9883.

What’s News, Monday, April 8, 2002 – Page 11

Evita offers ‘a stunning, exhilarating,
theatrical experience’ April 18-21
by George LaTour
What's News Associate Editor
Evita, the Tony Award-winning
musical about Eva Peron, the poor
Argentine girl who grew up to be the
wife of the President of Argentina
and to be worshipped by her people, will be staged by Rhode Island
College Theatre April 18-21.
The end-of-season production will
be presented at 8 p.m. on April 18,
19 and 20, and at 2 p.m. April 20
and 21 in the Auditorium in Roberts
Hall.
With music by Andrew Lloyd
Webber and lyrics by Tim Rice, the
musical captures a portrait of the
legendary, glamorous and captivating Peron.
It earned the Laurence Olivier
Award in London in 1978 as Musical
of the Year, and the Tony, the New
York Drama Critics and the Drama
Desk awards for Best Musical in this
country in 1980.
The musical has as its central
character Eva Peron (1919-1952), a
woman who in many respects surpassed in guile her husband, Juan
Peron, the dictator of Argentina,
who died in 1974.
As Michael Owen pointed out
in the New York Times when the
hit show came from London to
Broadway: “The historical Eva — or
Evita to the many Argentines who
worshipped her — was an admirer
of Hitler, Mussolini and Franco.”
“The Villa Devoto jail in Buenos
Aires was kept filled with those who
opposed or offended her. Intolerant
of criticism, Eva Peron manipulated
the press without scruple and forcibly shut down nearly 100 newspapers that dared to criticize the
Peron regime.”
Nevertheless, when a million
Peronistas rallied in Buenos Aires
two nights before the Argentine
election in 1983, they roared the
loudest not for the party’s presiden-

DON’T CRY FOR ME ARGENTINA: Eva Peron as played by Andrea Twiss exhorts
her admirers, including Che Guevara (rear) played by Dominique Doiron, in the
RIC Theatre production of “Evita” April 18-21 in the Auditorium in Roberts Hall.
(What’s News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley)
tial candidate, Italo Luder, nor its
founder, Juan Peron.
“The face that dominated the
posters, banners and leaflets was
that of Peron’s second wife, Eva,”
wrote Jack Anderson.
“The Argentine workers still adore
Evita, who has been dead more than
30 years,” he said.
Critic Walter Kerr noted in the
New York Times on the show’s opening there that: “The evening opens
with the announcement of her death
at 33 and then proceeds at once
to the state funeral of a woman
who was both hated and held to be
sainted.”
She was an illegitimate girl from a
dusty town on the pampas who rose
to power at the side of Argentina’s
strongman president.

Matinee performance of
‘Evita’ benefits Shinn Fund
Tickets to the Saturday, April
20, 2 p.m. matinee of Evita,
this year’s end-of-season musical
by Rhode Island
College Theatre, will
benefit the Ridgway
F.
Shinn
Study
Abroad Fund.
The
tickets,
ordered through the
RIC Foundation, are
$30 and entitle the
holders to the performance and a buffet reception afterward in the Helen
Forman Theatre in
the Nazarian Center for the
Performing Arts, at which winners of this year’s Shinn awards
will be announced.
Those who make contributions
or purchase matinee tickets by
April 12 are eligible to win a
weekend in the Berkshires in a
luxury condo with dinner for two
in the Lenox House, and two
tickets to the Norman Rockwell
Museum. The drawing will take
place at the reception.
To get matinee tickets that will
benefit the Shinn Fund, write or

call the RIC Development Office,
600 Mt. Pleasant Ave., Providence,
RI 02908. Telephone: 456-8087.
Checks should be
made payable to the
RIC
Foundation—
Study Abroad Fund.
The Shinn Fund,
held within the RIC
Foundation, provides
income to support
undergraduate students in planned
study outside the
United States.
Established in the
1987-88
academic
year by Professor
Shinn, with the support of many
of his friends, colleagues and former students, the fund enables
deserving students to experience
living and studying in another
culture.
Any undergraduate with one
year of full-time study at RIC
and in good academic standing
in any field of study is eligible to
apply. Grants are for a minimum
of three months and a maximum
of 24 months, and are of variable
amounts.

“By the time she died, she was all
but cannonized — Santa Evita, who
wore glittering diamonds instead
of a halo, who showed her country’s poor the open hand of charity
and her personal enemies the brass
knuckles of ruthlessness,” wrote
Allan Wallach for Newsday.
The show’s hit song, “Don’t Cry
for Me Argentina,” is “Eva Peron’s
haunting plea to a public she wanted
to embrace even as she was becoming a remote woman of illusion,”
said Wallach.
“Evita is a stunning, exhilarating,
theatrical experience, especially if
you don’t think about it too much,”
said the New York Post’s Clive
Barnes.
He added: “I have rarely if ever
seen a more excitingly staged
Broadway musical.”
Actress Patti LuPone won a Tony
Award for her role as Eva Peron on
Broadway.
At RIC, Andrea Twiss, a senior
from Providence, will play Eva Peron;
Josh Allen, a senior from East
Providence, will play her husband,
dictator Juan Peron; and Dominique
Doiron, a senior from Woonsocket,
will play Che Guevara.
Other members of the large
cast include Allison Angelone,
Elizabeth Camboia, Ernie Carpenter,
Carolyn Cole, Alissa Cordeiro,
Michael DiMascolo, Ray Doiron,
Lauren Dulude, Matthew Furtado,
Nicole Gemma, Amanda Hartley and
Fallon Healy.
Also, Erin Horne, Joe Iozzi, Justin
Jutras, James Lamberti, Anthony
Mazza, Sanjay Merchant, Jennifer
Mullen, Laurea Osborne, Elizabeth
Parrillo, Adam Plante, Lucky Rattan,
Alicia Rivera, Joanna Scoggins, Tytus
Sitnik, Tara Testa, Kerry Walsh and
Victor Widjaja.
Bill Wilson is director and choreographer; Tim Robertson, musical
director; Alan Pickart, technical
director, scene and sound designer;
Jason Rainone, lighting designer,
and Charlotte Dunning Burgess, costume designer.
Tickets are $15 general admission; $12 for seniors; $10 for nonRIC students; $5 for RIC students
with I.D. and can be purchased at
the Roberts Hall box office or in
advance via Visa or Mastercard by
calling 456-8144.

Special show
by Grammy
nominated
guitarist
Internationally acclaimed guitarist Paul Galbraith will give a special
Chamber Music Series performance
Friday, April 19, at 12:30 p.m. in
Sapinsley Hall in the Nazarian Center
for the Performing Arts.
His double CD of his own arrangements of the Complete Solo Bach
Violin Sonatas and Partitas was
nominated for a 1998 Grammy
Award in the category of Best Solo
Instrumental Album. This recording
also was chosen as one of the two
best CDs of 1998 by Gramophone
Magazine, received a Four Star rating in Stereo Review, and reached
the Top 10 of the classical charts in
Billboard.
Galbraith, who regularly performs
with the Brazilian Guitar Quartet as
well as solo work, uses a unique
playing position and his guitar has
two extra strings — one high and
one low. The guitar — instead of

PAUL GALBRAITH
resting on his lap — is supported by
a metal endpin, similar to that of a
cello, which rests on a wooden resonance box.
Moreover, the bridge is slanted
enabling the strings to differ in
length and the frets vary in angle
along the finger board.
His playing style and his instrument’s extraordinary design are considered groundbreaking developments in the history of guitar playing.
The program includes Couperin’s
“Pavane” and “Gaillarde,” Bach’s
French Suite No. 2 in C minor,
Berkeley’s Sonatina Opus 51, Ibert’s
“Arietta” and “Francaise” and
Debussy’s “Children’s Corner.”
The performance is free and open
to the public.
For more information, call John
Pellegrino, series coordinator, at
456-9883.

Save the date
“AIR”
(Concert Version of Act I)

A New Opera by John Sumerlin
Monday, April 29, 2002
8 PM
The Auditorium in Roberts Hall
24th Annual
Bicho Family Scholarship Concert
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Sundays

19

10 p.m.—Catholic Mass in Student
Union 306.

11a.m.— Fourth Annual John Roche
Memorial Lecture by Steven Tracy,
University
of
Massachusetts,
Amherst; “Did You Ever Dream
Lucky, Wake Up Cold in Hand?”
African American Vernacular Music
in the Works of Langston Hughes.
This event will take place in
the Alumni Lounge, Roberts Hall.
Sponsored by the Department of
English and the College Lectures
Committee. Free and open to the
public. For more information contact: Daniel Scott (dscott@ric.edu or
456-8679)

Mondays
Noon to 1 p.m.—Bible Study.
Meetings are held in the prayer
room in the Chaplains’ Office,
Student Union 300.

Wednesdays
12:30 to 1:45 p.m.–Christian
Student Organization Meetings in
Student Union 300. Students meet
to discuss issues of faith and to get
involved in service activities. Stop
in at any meeting. For more information, call the Chaplains’ Office
at 401-456-8168.
12:30 to 2 p.m.—AA Meetings on
Campus in CL 231. All are welcome.

7

Tuesday

7:30 p.m.—Music: RIC Chamber
Orchestra in Sapinsley Hall in the
Nazarian Center.

April 8-18
Art Exhibit: “Talking to Myself: A
Response to Interior and Exterior
Space.”* Gregory Coates in the
Bannister Gallery.

10 Wednesday
1 p.m.—Music: Chamber Music
Series with Greg Abate Jazz Quartet*
in Sapinsley Hall in the Nazarian
Center.

17

Friday

4 p.m.—Music: Master Class with
Mark Kroll, harpsichord* at First
Baptist
Church,
downtown
Providence.

20

Saturday

7 p.m.— Benefit Concert: “There is
Love” for Hasbro Children’s Hospital.
Featuring Noel Paul Stookey (Paul
of Peter, Paul & Mary) & Michael
Kelly Blanchard in Sapinsley Hall;
$18 Tickets at Interfaith Health Care
Ministries. For information, contact
444-8356 or email IHCM@juno.com

22

Tuesday

1 p.m.—Music: Turtle Island String
Quartet. Part of the President’s
Music Series in the Nazarian Center.
Reserved seating $22.
Performing Arts General
Information: 456-8194
Box Office: 456-8144
*Admission Free.
** Admission discounts for senior
citizens, faculty /staff, RIC and
non-RIC students

Thomas Ramsbey
to Retire
Thomas Ramsbey, professor of sociology, will be retiring in
June. A dinner is planned for Sunday, April 28, at 5 p.m. in the
Faculty Center. All are welcome.
Contact the sociology department, 456-8026, no later than
Monday, April 22 for further information.

Around the campus…

Wednesday

1 p.m.—Music: Chamber Music
Series with Virginia Eskin, piano*
in Sapinsley Hall in the Nazarian
Center.

18
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Thursday

8:30 a.m. to noon—Conference:
“Law and the Elderly,” in the South
Dining Room, Faculty Center. A
panel discussion by David Reilly,
Oliver & Olsen, Ltd.; Angela Nash
Wade, coordinator of Education
and Training, RI Coalition Against
Domestic Violence; Mary CallahanCimini, project director Aging 2000;
and Bruce Todesco, assistant attorney general and director of the
Medicaid Fraud and Patient Abuse
unit will be followed by workshops
on guardianship, elderly abuse,
Medicaid fraud investigation and
prosecution. The program is open
to the public free of charge, offers
continuing education credits, and is
supported by the College Lectures
Committee.

Send materials directly to our
campus office in Roberts Hall
or email to jfusco@ric.edu or
glatour@ric.edu. All materials are
subject to editorial review.

The next issue of
What’s News
is Monday, April 22.
Deadline for submission
of copy, photos, etc.

18-21 Thurs.-Sun.
RIC Theatre: “Evita.” Music by
Andrew Lloyd Webber. Lyrics by
Tim Rice. Bill Wilson, director. April
18-20, at 8 p.m.; April 20-21, 2 p.m.
in The Auditorium in Roberts Hall.
Reserved seating $15.

Information Aide:
Pauline McCartney

is Friday, April 12
FREE POPCORN: Freshman Dave Accardi takes advantage of the free popcorn
offered by Student Activities and served by Sasha Guilbault (center) and Rachel
Caswell in front of the Student Union April 3. (What’s News Photo by Gordon E.
Rowley)

at noon.
Story ideas are welcome.
Call 401-456-8090
or email jfusco@ric.edu.
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laws. Inquiries concerning the College’s administration of the nondiscrimination laws should be addressed to the College director of affirmative action. Reasonable accommodation upon request.
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